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Comment Submitted by Kathy Cherry of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin

Hello,
I fully support protecting the oceans from pollution and overfishing. Thank you!

Kathy Cherry
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin

Comment Submitted by Rebecca B. Smith, The Florida Chapter of the Wildlife Society

Comments submitted by Rebecca B. Smith, Wildlife Ecologist and Conservation Committee
Chairperson, The Florida Chapter of the Wildlife Society.

On behalf of the Society, | would like to congratulate the Commission on a very impressive
report.

Regarding the recommendations:

We strongly support the use of ecosystem-based management for the oceans and adjacent
marsh and terrestrial environments. It is becoming more apparent over time that our planet is truly
small and all of its parts are interconnected. The ocean is not a huge black hole that can
accomodate all of our wastes and still provide plentiful clean food and water.

It is extremely important, if we are going to have sustainability of resoures "to meet the needs of
future generations", that decisions for conservation, preservation, and particularly management
be based on good, unbiased science. Without such data, none of the other guiding principles can
be meaningfully achieved. If the scientific facts are not available, a conservative approach should
be instituted until the needed information can be collected.

Multiple use management will become politically driven if not based on science, and the general
public will lose that battle to the big spenders.

The emphasis on education is excellent. Promoting pride and stewardship at two levels,
government and individual, will be essential for success now and in the future.

Regional ocean councils should be encouraged (required?) to operate within the mandates of the
national policy, with the flexiblity to strengthen those mandates in their own regions where they
deem necessary.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and we look forward to future correspondence. Any
questions or comments can be directed to me and will be relayed in full to the executive board
and membership of the Society.



Comment Submitted by Henry L. Diamond, Americans for Our Heritage and
Recreation

Americans
for Our

Heritage
and

Recreation

June 4, 2004

Public Comment on Preliminary Report
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
1120 20th Street, NW

Suite 200 North

Washington, D.C. 20036

To Whom It May Concern:

On April 20, 2004 the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy released a
comprehensive report on ocean health that includes nearly 200 policy
recommendations and the establishment of a new, multi billion dollar Ocean
Policy Trust Fund. As a long time conservationist, | applaud the Commission’s
commitment to provide substantial new funding for federal agencies and state
governments to implement ocean protection measures.

| am especially pleased that the Commission seeks to first use the offshore oil
and gas royalties toward funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
and the Historic Preservation Fund, while applying the remaining royalties for
coastal conservation purposes. The Outdoor Recreation Resources Review
Commission (ORRRC), which | chaired, recommended substantial support for
funding federal and state outdoor recreation through creation of a new program
that eventually became the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

LWCF has been an American success story, responsible for the creation and
enhancement of more than 40,000 parks in its forty year history. From Grand
Canyon National Park to local neighborhood baseball and soccer fields, it's hard
to imagine a place in this country that has not been positively touched by this
program.

As you know, Americans nationwide use parks and public areas as places to
gather, recreate, gain strength, and affirm their faith in America’s core values.
Parks are symbols of America and have been created as significant elements of
a larger natural and cultural heritage. As such, they help define America’s identity
and are essential to the security of our nation’s quality of life.



| commend the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy for taking a leadership role in
creating a long-term solution to help protect our nation’s valuable shorelines and
coastal beaches, while reaffirming the national need for more close-to-home
parks, trails, hunting and fishing areas, as well as thousands of athletic and
playing fields. With your leadership, | know that the recommendations offered by
this Commission can come to fruition.

Sincerely,

Henry L. Diamond
Chair

1300 19" St., N.W., Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036, 202-454-3316, www.ahrinfo.org




Comment Submitted by Pam Dana, citizen

The following is an approved quote from Governor Jeb Bush for the Oceans
Commission Report.

"Every year, an estimated 180 million Americans make two billion visits to ocean, gulf,
and inland beaches, contributing more than $257 billion to the national economy. With
over 75 million visitors to the Sunshine State in 2003 alone, lending to a $50 billion
economic impact, Floridians understand well the importance of our oceans, gulfs,

and beaches to sustaining our tourism base and overall economic welfare."

Comment Submitted by Diane Lewis, Skidaway Marine Science Foundation

On behalf of the Board of Trustees for the Skidaway Marine Science

Foundation (SMSF), I heartily concur with the comments submitted by
Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue. The Report produced by the U. S.
Commission on Ocean Policy is an extraordinary work that will be vital
in guiding future management and develop of coastal ecosystems. The
Report presents both an important blueprint and a compelling call-to-
action. It is the latter that is the focus of these comments.

The mission of the Skidaway Marine Science Foundation is to build a
constituency which will support and encourage the individual and
cooperative programs of the various entities located on University
System property on Skidaway Island, Georgia, to include, as well,
cooperative programs between the Skidaway Island entities and other
groups. The programs supported by the Foundation focus on education,
research, conservation, and economic development related to coastal
Georgia. Specific Foundation efforts include funding summer teacher
workshops and summer internships that introduce students to ocean
science through active research projects.

We believe that the Foundation is particularly well-suited to work with
the NOC Committee on Ocean Science, Education, Technology and
Operations

(COSETO) to address the issues and actions identified in Chapter 8 of
the Report. Current board representation includes conservation
organizations, institutions of higher learning (including an HBCU), K-
12 school councils, NOAA, state government and the business community.
Active projects within those organizations include hands-on field,
laboratory and at-sea experiences for students (K-postgraduate),
educators and researchers. We are confident that a collaboration
between COSETO and SMSF would lead to timely and cost-effectively
implementation of objectives outlined in the Report. Since the vision
in the Report is congruent with the existing SMSF mission, we are
prepared to enthusiastically pursue the requisite programming.
Development of pilot programming to address Recommendation

8-8 is one suggestion for immediate action.

Some details about the Skidaway Campus are included below. A
representative of Governor Perdue is copied on this message and we are
committed to ensuring any SMSF effort is consistent with and



complements other activities in Georgia. We look forward to working
with the Commission and its representatives in the near future.

Regards,

Diane Lewis

Chair

Skidaway Marine Science Foundation

The Research Island Campus:

The University System of Georgia, the Georgia Department of Industry,
Trade and Tourism, and the Savannah Economic Development Authority
(SEDA) teamed to launch The University System of Georgia Research
Island at Skidaway. For over 30 years, the Skidaway Institute of
Oceanography (SkIO) and the University of Georgia Marine Extension
Service have been engaged in marine research and education on a campus
featuring two major rivers, pristine salt marsh, and easy access to
undeveloped barrier islands and the open ocean.

Now, 100 acres of this island campus, located 16 miles southeast of
historic Savannah, have been made available for corporate research and
development facilities. The Skidaway Institute of Oceanography has
proposed a multipurpose facility - encompassing laboratories,
classrooms and business incubation space - to promote collaboration
among academic and business concerns. The Savannah Economic Development
Authority, in turn, will work with corporations to establish on-campus
sites for the companies research and development divisions.

The Research Island provides an intellectually rich and diverse
atmosphere where scientists and business entrepreneurs may exchange
expertise and ideas to foster advances in marine/environmental research
and the resulting economic applications. Through SEDA, the University
System welcomes proposals from technologically-driven companies that
emphasize environmental technology, biotechnology and related areas.
While research-intensive companies will be given priority, corporate
headquarters and/or research-related production will also be
considered. The research and related activities of prospective
companies must be consistent with the mission of the University System
of Georgia. The following universities and government organizations are
represented on The Research Island:

* Skidaway Institute of Oceanography (SkIO)
http://www.skio.peachnet.edu

* University of Georgia Marine Extension Service (MAREX)
http://alpha.marsci.uga.edu/ext/marex.html

* Armstrong Atlantic State University (AASU)
http://www.armstrong.edu

* Georgia Institute of Technology (GIT) http://www.gatech.edu
* Georgia Southern University (GaSoU)
http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/

* National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Gray's
Reef

National Marine Sanctuary http://www.graysreef.nos.noaa.gov/

* Savannah State University (SSU) http://www.savstate.edu/

* Georgia Department of Industry, Trade and Tourism

http://www.georgia.org




Comment Submitted by Samuel R. Lammie, Montrose, West Virginia
Honorable Committee Members:

Your "PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE U.S. COMMISSION ON OCEAN POLICY" is an
excellent document that deserves an honest appraisal, an appraisal which provides context,
essence, and formulated policy to an invaluable asset to this country - which you have quantified
and articulated so well.

The length of your document and its complexity precludes me from having the time and patience
to address every issue and action, but | do hope that the little that | have to say is of value:

- Your discussion of a 'Department of Natural Resources' is an important recognition of an action
and Federal role whose time has come. The historic evolution of the Federal role in managing an
enormous land base has been necessarily independent and focused in a day when technological
tools were powered by food rather than electricity. The societal evolution towards automation is
natural yet has created enormous impacts to that enormous land base - the scales of which have
now given rise to global concerns of environmental perturbations. Those perturbations are real
albeit from a temporal perspective may not as of yet provide a Doctor with any real symptoms.

A Department of Natural Resources, in my mind, is the most important policy action that you can
take. Homeland Security deals with those threats that imperil our shores. It is a ring that is very
true. Homeland Security must address those threats that imperil our nation. A Department of
Natural Resources meets many needs that this country has now and should be recognized for
what it is - a high level Federal action to meet the environmental challenge to be sustainable. It
makes sense.

- From an educational perspective we must integrate geographical standards into our curriculum
across all levels of education. There are National Standards promulgated by a collaboration of
the National Geographic Society, the Association of American Geographers, and others. We
must use those standards and invest in our younger generation.

- There is a National Aquarium in Washington D.C. This National Aquarium reflects our nation's
commitment to an area larger than the 50 states combined. Please visit this aquarium and
determine for yourself if our National Aquarium honors the seas for what they are...

| can only hope that our President and Vice-President, Congressional representatives, and other
elected officials recognize the full measure and value of the oceans that lie at our shores.

Good luck in refining and publishing the final version to the "Report of the U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy." | can only hope that we have the sense to follow through on some, if not many, of
your recommendations.

Thank you!

Samuel R. Lammie
Montrose, West Virginia



Comment Submitted by Robert R. Furgason and John W. Tunnell, Jr., Harte Research
Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies
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Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies

June 3, 2004

Public Comment on Preliminary Report
U. S. Commission on Ocean Policy
1120 20™ Street, NW

Suite 200 North

Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Commissioners:

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi (TAMU-CC) has a long tradition in coastal and
marine science education, research, and service. We have long-standing BS and MS
degree programs focusing on coasts and oceans, and a new Ph.D program in Coastal
and Marine System Science is proposed to begin in Fall 2005. Our Center for Coastal
Studies (CCS) celebrates its 20™ anniversary of Texas coastal and Gulf of Mexico
research this year, and our newly endowed, $46million Harte Research Institute (HRI)
for Gulf of Mexico Studies will be moving into its new $18 million State of Texas
funded research facility early next year. In service, TAMU-CC hosts five state and
three federal environmental agencies on our campus, and CCS has sponsored the Texas
National Ocean Science Bowl for the past five years. TAMU-CC, CCS, and HRI are
all pleased to support and endorse the Preliminary Report of the U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy. The work of the Commission over the past three years has resulted in
bold and broad-reaching recommendations for reform that will enable the U.S. to
continue as a world leader in protecting and sustaining the oceans and their assets. The
Preliminary Report focuses on three important, crosscutting themes, each of which is
relevant and significant to the Texas coast and Gulf of Mexico.

A National Ocean Policy Framework

We strongly support the recommendation to create a National Ocean Council within
the Executive Office of the President, with membership drawn from both ocean-related
agencies and the Cabinet. Linked with this, the Presidential Council of Advisors will
allow the states and other non-federal representatives with ocean interests to have
strong input into coastal and ocean policy formation. These two groups, in conjunction
with improved coordination among federal agencies, will result in a partnership among
federal, state, local, and private entities and help provide more effective and efficient
management of our ocean and its resources. CCS and HRI also support the concepts of
multi-species, ecosystem-based management approaches and a regional framework for
coordination of efforts, recognizing that management of coastal waters and resources
must extend well up into the watershed. This approach will strengthen the management




of Texas coast and Gulf of Mexico waters by uniting the efforts of those who share this
ecosystem.

Strengthening Science for Wise Decisions

In our tri-national efforts with the United States, Mexico, and Cuba, HRI is pleased
with the academic and the scientific efforts currently underway in the Gulf of Mexico
to understand coastal and oceanic processes. Indeed, most Gulf laboratories work with
the states surrounding the Gulf of Mexico to ensure that the information provided from
these efforts is translated and used by our policy and management officials. However,
we share the Commission’s concern with the declining overall health of our oceans and
coasts, and with the decline in the federal research budget for oceans and related issues.
Therefore, we endorse the Preliminary Report’s call for a doubling in federal
investments in ocean and coastal research. These investments will strengthen
partnerships between scientists and managers. We also support the recommendations
that marine science infrastructure in the nation be rebuilt, renewed and redesigned. In
addition, we echo the Commission’s call for the implementation of a national
Integrated Ocean Observing System (I00S), linked to global efforts and to current and
future coastal and estuarine monitoring efforts. With strong research linked to national
and international observing efforts and monitoring programs, the U.S. will be able to
meet today’s ocean and coastal information challenges of critical importance to our
citizens, such as improved hurricane track prediction, resource management, and
maritime shipping safety and efficiency. TAMU-CC has lead the way in ocean
observing in the Gulf of Mexico during the past 15 years with our Texas Coastal Ocean
Observation Network, which is widely used by scientists, industry, and the general
public.

Enhancing Ocean Education

We support the Commission’s recommendations for education. A strong national
ocean policy can only be sustained through the development of high-quality coastal and
ocean education programs that support learning at all age levels and by all disciplines.
Through such efforts we will be able to highlight the relevance and utility of coastal
and ocean resources and the value of incorporating science-based decisions in
protecting those resources. We will also be able to supply the diverse workforce
needed in coming years. In addition, a greater understanding of the oceans and coastal
ecosystems will instill in our populace a sense of stewardship for these important
environments. New and enhanced instructional efforts should cut across all the
traditional educational disciplines and should educate all citizens as to the value of the
oceans and how the actions of individuals and communities affect marine
environments. The recommendations contained within the Preliminary Report will
complement well the educational efforts for all age groups currently underway within
our region. Broad public involvement and stewardship can only be achieved if it is
integrated into our educational systems and if it includes the fastest growing
demographic groups who are among the least represented in ocean affairs currently.
Doing so in schools that enroll a significant percentage of students from
underrepresented groups will build strong cultural bridges that will capitalize upon
these diverse national strengths, ensuring the flow of intellectual talent and energy into
ocean-related fields. TAMU-CC is 37% Hispanic and is leading the way in coastal and
marine science education in Texas for this demographic group.

In summary, we face a number of challenges that the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy has clearly detailed. By embracing the recommendations of the Commission, the
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U.S. will be ready to address these challenges by strengthening its knowledge base,
improving its capabilities for earth and ocean observations, and improving the science
literacy of U.S. citizens. Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, the Center for Coastal
Studies, and the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies support these
important steps, which will enhance the vitality of ocean and maritime commerce, and
help coastal and ocean managers address issues of coastal development in a manner
that allows both economic growth and the continuation of healthy coastal ecosystems.

TAMU-CC, CCS, and HRI are prepared to play a significant role in helping to achieve
the crucial goals of the Commission. We would be pleased to participate with the
Commission and with the federal government in the planning process for the
implementation of these recommendations, and to participate in other activities as
appropriate, particularly within the Gulf of Mexico region.

Indeed, the mission of our newly developing Harte Research Institute is to “support and
advance the long-term sustainable use and conservation of the Gulf of Mexico.”
Cooperation and collaboration among multiple partners of coastal and ocean
stakeholders must be the new paradigm to achieve success. Along this line, HRI is
working with multiple state and federal agencies, NGO’s, private industry, and
academia to hold the first “State of the Gulf of Mexico Summit” in November 2005.
Outcomes of this first-ever Summit will include signing of a collaborative accord and
an action agenda to achieve many of the recommendations outlined in the
Commission’s Report.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Preliminary Report. Our congratulations
for a superbly organized and presented document. Please do not hesitate to contact us
if we can be of assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Robert R. Furgason John W. Tunnell, Jr.
President Director, Center for Coastal Studies
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Associate Director, Harte Research

Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies
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Comment Submitted by Kalle Matso, citizen

I would like to register my appreciation for the efforts taken by the
commission to come to grips with an extremely complicated and extensive
issue. I also complement the clarity and organization with which the
commission presented its findings.

Secondly, I'd like to strongly urge that the recommendations of the
commission be implemented. While the commission's recommendations are
numerous, the bottom line is that resources must be allocated to the
issue of oceanic and estuarine health. It is the same with our oceans
as it is with human health--preventative measures are more effective
and more cost-efficient than reactive measures.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment.

Mr. Kalle Matso
Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environmental
Technology University of New Hampshire

Submitted by Robert Holderied, citizen

Given the apparent apathy and disinterest by the Bush administration in environmental
matters, both domestic and global, any hope of achieving meaningful constructive action
on the report's recommendations would seem to be yet another exercise in futility.
Perhaps the most important effort and expectation should be to engage broad legislative
interest and concern that will result eventually in joint international long term control
actions by a clear headed future administration.

--- Robert Holderied
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Comment Submitted by James G. Sanders, The Southern Association of Marine
Laboratories

May 31, 2004

To: U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
1120 20th Street, NW
Suite 200 North
Washington, D.C. 20036

From: The Southern Association of Marine Laboratories
James G. Sanders, President
c/o Skidaway Institute of Oceanography
10 Ocean Science Circle
Savannah, GA 31411
(912) 598 3340
sanders@skio.peachnet.edu

Re: Comments on the Preliminary Report of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy

The Southern Association of Marine Laboratories (SAML) is a diverse consortium of
over 60 academic, state, and federal institutions in the southeast region, dedicated to
promoting the wise use and conservation of marine and coastal resources, the importance
of marine research and education to the economy and society, and providing a forum for
resolving problems common to marine laboratories throughout the region. SAML is
pleased to support and endorse the Preliminary Report of the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy. The work of the Commission over the past three years has resulted in bold and
broad-reaching recommendations for reform that will enable the U.S. to continue as a
world leader in protecting and sustaining the oceans and their assets. The Preliminary
Report focuses on three important, crosscutting themes, each of which is relevant and
significant to the southeastern United States.

A National Ocean Policy Framework

We strongly support the recommendation to create a National Ocean Council within the
Executive Office of the President, with membership drawn from both ocean-related
agencies and the Cabinet. Linked with this, the Presidential Council of Advisors will
allow the states and other non-federal representatives with ocean interests to have strong
input into coastal and ocean policy formation. These two groups, in conjunction with
improved coordination among federal agencies, will result in a partnership among
federal, state, local, and private entities and help provide more effective and efficient
management of our ocean and its resources. SAML also supports the concepts of multi-
species, ecosystem-based management approaches and a regional framework for
coordination of efforts, recognizing that management of coastal waters and resources
must extend well up into the watershed. This approach will strengthen the management
of southeastern coastal waters by uniting the efforts of those who share this ecosystem.
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Strengthening Science for Wise Decisions

SAML is proud of the academic and the scientific efforts currently underway in our
region to understand coastal and oceanic processes. Indeed, SAML laboratories work
with the states in the southeastern region to ensure that the information provided from
these efforts is translated and used by our policy and management officials. However, we
share the Commission’s concern with the declining overall health of our oceans and
coasts, and with the decline in the federal research budget for oceans and related issues.
Therefore, we endorse the Preliminary Report’s call for a doubling in federal investments
in ocean and coastal research. These investments will strengthen partnerships between
scientists and managers. We also support the recommendations that marine science
infrastructure in the nation be rebuilt, renewed and redesigned. In addition, we echo the
Commission’s call for the implementation of a national Integrated Ocean Observing
System (OOS), linked to global efforts and to current and future coastal and estuarine
monitoring efforts. With strong research linked to national and international observing
efforts and monitoring programs, the U.S. will be able to meet today’s ocean and coastal
information challenges of critical importance to our citizens, such as improved hurricane
track prediction, resource management, and maritime shipping safety and efficiency.

Enhancing Ocean Education

We support the Commission’s recommendations for education. A strong national ocean
policy can only be sustained through the development of high-quality coastal and ocean
education programs that support learning at all age levels and by all disciplines. Through
such efforts we will be able to highlight the relevance and utility of coastal and ocean
resources and the value of incorporating science-based decisions in protecting those
resources. We will also be able to supply the diverse workforce needed in coming years.
In addition, a greater understanding of the oceans and coastal ecosystems will instill in
our populace a sense of stewardship for these important environments. New and
enhanced instructional efforts should cut across all the traditional educational disciplines
and should educate all citizens as to the value of the oceans and how the actions of
individuals and communities affect marine environments. The recommendations
contained within the Preliminary Report will complement well the educational efforts for
all age groups currently underway within our region. Broad public involvement and
stewardship can only be achieved if it is integrated into our educational systems and if it
includes the fastest growing demographic groups who are among the least represented in
ocean affairs currently. Doing so in schools that enroll a significant percentage of
students from underrepresented groups will build strong cultural bridges that will
capitalize upon these diverse national strengths, ensuring the flow of intellectual talent
and energy into ocean-related fields.

In summary, we face a number of challenges that the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
has clearly detailed. By embracing the recommendations of the Commission, the U.S.
will be ready to address these challenges by strengthening its knowledge base, improving
its capabilities for earth and ocean observations, and improving the science literacy of
U.S. citizens. The Southern Association of Marine Laboratories supports these important
steps, which will enhance the vitality of ocean and maritime commerce, and help coastal
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and ocean managers address issues of coastal development in a manner that allows both
economic growth and the continuation of healthy coastal ecosystems. SAML is prepared
to play a significant role in helping to achieve these crucial goals. We would be pleased
to participate with the Commission and with the federal government in the planning
process for the implementation of these recommendations, and to participate in other
activities as appropriate.

Comment Submitted by Ginger Sides, citizen

I support this report and hope the government puts it into action.

-Ginger Sides

Comment Submitted by Dan Wagner, citizen

Dear Sirs;

My name is Dan Wagner, I am the founding director of the Mother Ocean Foundation
Inc. I have been diving and shooting Underwater movies and Video for 50 years. I have
been involved in every phase of diving there is. I have owned 3 Live Aboard Dive boats
and spent a considerable amount of my diving time in Florida and the Bahamas and I
have seen some changes that I had hoped I would never see. There are fewer fish,
lobsters, shrimp and shells. The coral in the keys is dead, dying or damaged. The
pollution off of and in the waters of Florida is horrible and getting worse. Our
government subsidizes the sugar cane manufacturers who are responsible for much of the
pollution and dying reefs in the keys along with with the devastation in the Everglades.
We are responsible for the problems in the ocean and on the reefs, we can change things
for the better but we must start now. Read the report and act NOW! And quit paying
uncle sugar to help pollute and destroy our environment. Thank You!

Comment Submitted by Lee Shear, Tampa, Florida

It is good that you have called attention to the serious problems facing our oceans. Action
that addresses the issues you raised, instead of the interests of special interest groups that
exploit our resources, is long over due.

Lee Shear

Tampa, Florida
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Comment Submitted by John Harbeck, Cedarburg, Wisconsin
Dear Commissioners:

In view of the increased pressure on ocean environments, I support the proposals outlined
in the report. I frankly believe that the greatest effort we can make could not exceed what
is needed to study and protect this 70 per cent of the Earth's surface. With the
atmosphere, the oceans are the unifying factor in maintaining the habitability of this
planet. We need to develop coordinated plans regarding seaside development as well as
inland activities that impact the oceans, such as the pollution that results in the "dead
zone" in the Gulf of Mexico. We need to be able to control overfishing and pollution
from shipping and offshore industrial activities. All of this will require money and
regulatory powers, there is no way around it. I hope that these proposals will be able to
compete for funding and political attention with spending on war activities. Long after
the current international crises have passed into history, the state of the oceans will
continue to dominate the quality of human existence.

Sincerely,

John Harbeck
Cedarburg, Wisconsin
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Comment Submitted by Dr. Edward C. Monahan and staff, The Connecticut Sea Grant
College Program

May 14, 2004

Public Comment on Preliminary Report
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
1120 20™ Street, NW

Suite 200 North

Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Commissioners:

The Connecticut Sea Grant College Program congratulates you on completing this
comprehensive and well-considered examination of the current status and future needs of
U.S. ocean policy. We feel that the report underscores the critical importance the oceans
and coasts hold for our national economy and well-being in ways the general public can
understand and relate to, and we applaud many of the recommendations included in the
report. In particular, we support the following general themes:

e Creating a National Ocean Council with direct contact with the President, which
will help elevate ocean issues in terms of U.S. national priorities

e Strengthening the science-based decision-making process by significantly
increasing funding support for ocean science research and augmenting the
technical transfer of scientific results into forms and products that can be utilized
by individuals at all levels

¢ Building broad-based understanding and support for a strong national ocean
policy through the support and promotion of enhanced, coordinated, and
comprehensive ocean science educational programs, both formal and informal

e Streamlining responsibilities and oversight roles among agencies and programs
charged with setting, implementing, and enforcing national ocean policy

e Fostering regional coordination and cooperation in the areas of research, priority-
setting, resource management, policy, and education and outreach

e Supporting the establishment and operation of an Integrated Ocean Observing
System, and facilitating access to and use of the data by many stakeholders

e Managing our ocean resources based on ecosystem and watershed-based
approaches

We are optimistic and enthusiastic about the future of U.S. ocean policy, management,
and ocean science education. We are also particularly pleased that the Commission noted
the accomplishments and potential of Sea Grant in the areas of research, extension, and
education, and look forward to refining and enhancing our program’s roles and
responsibilities in addressing some of the issues outlined in this report. We express strong
support for timely action to be taken towards the implementation of the report’s
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recommendations. Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Your efforts in conducting
this review and producing this report are truly appreciated.

Sincerely,
The Connecticut Sea Grant College Program

staff
Dr. Edward C. Monahan, Director
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Comment Submitted by Jennifer Slagel, Modesto, California
To Whom it May Concern:

The Commission on Ocean Policy report was very informative and
interesting to read. It is very extensive and made me aware of many
more things about the ocean than I knew. I did not know that so much
of our national economy came from the ocean ports. Due to that one
fact, it makes it so much more important to restore our oceans. I am
really impressed with the length and depth that the Commission went to
in researching for this report. It was really interesting to see that
about 1.5 million jobs were given just for tourism and recreation at
the ocean.

As reading the preliminary report, I am very glad to see that the
government is aware of the lack of spending that is taking place in the
ocean restoration process. It is sad to see that during these times of
when the ocean in at its worst that the spending has decreased for the
projects that due research and can attempt to solve these problems. It
makes me excited, though, for the government to realize that the
spending on the health of the oceans is declining. This is the first
step in restoration.

I think enhancing the education and the knowledge of those in
leadership of the oceans is very important as well. There is nothing
more important than for those in positions that can possibly affect the
health and conditions of the ocean to know exactly what the conditions
currently are and how bad they are compared to what their condition
could be like and what their condition was like before. I think a big
problem with trying to restore the condition of the ocean is due to

the fact that most people don’t even know there is a problem with the
ocean because it is underwater, and isn’t visible to the average
person.

In the report, it talked about how trash and pollution from a non-point
source is a big aspect to the degradation of the ocean. I am curious
though, as to how the government is going to enforce specific laws

or regulations on non-point source pollution. I don’t understand how
the Commission is going to “establish measure water pollution reduction
goals.” What all would that involve? Would it deal with local
reduction goals,or more regional goals? I hope also to see some
regulations dealing with the agriculture runoff from the land into the
ocean. Farmers also should be educated on what their runoff does to
the ocean environment.

I would like to thank the Commission for writing up this report on the
condition of the ocean and for publishing it so that the public can
view it. This report makes us one step closer to making our oceans
healthier and of improved condition by at least making it known that
the government is aware of the destruction of the oceans and for
informing the public of the current conditions.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Slagel
Modesto, California
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Comment Submitted by Dr. Linda Stathoplos, Bethesda, Maryland

To: The Ocean Commission

I am an oceanographer (Ph.D. in biological oceanography, 1989) who has worked both
for NOAA and for private industry. I commend you on your preliminary report. The
guiding principles form a sound basis for your excellent recommendations. In particular, I
strongly endorse your recommendations to strengthen NOAA's mission, funding, and
operational capabilities, including providing for transitioning Earth environmental
observing satellites from NASA to NOAA (Recommendation 26 8) and expediting the
migration of experimental technologies into operational ones (Recommendation 27 2).
The US desperately needs a well-funded, coordinated, and operational Integrated Ocean
Observing System (Recommendations 26 2, 26 9).

I hope Congress, the Executive Branch, and Federal, State and Regional
Agencies implement your program of thoughtful, scientifically rigorous ocean

stewardship.

From: Dr. Linda Stathoplos, citizen
Bethesda, Maryland
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Comment Submitted by Barbara Burnett, Seattle, Washington

Dear Commissioners,

Thank you for the work and time you put into producing an important plan of
management for America's oceans. Please further strengthen the report by establishing
conservation as the top priority in fisheries management, further limiting bottom
trawling, and advocating the precautionary principle.

In fact, I agree with the three themes your preliminary report identified:

*Creating a new national ocean policy framework to improve decision-making.

*Strengthening science and generating high-quality accessible information to inform
decision makers.

*Enhancing ocean education to instill future leaders and informed citizens with a
stewardship ethic.

It is my hope that report will actually be put into use. Thank you for your efforts.
Sincerely,

Barbara Burnett
Seattle, Washington
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Comment Submitted by Chris Davis, Portland, Oregon
Dear Commissioners:

We are private US citizens writing to urge you to identify and make the fundamental
reforms necessary to protect and promote the long-term health and productivity of
America's ocean ecosystems.

Recent reports have identified a serious decline in the abundance of ocean fish and the
health of marine ecosystems. A study in Nature, May 2003, revealed that populations of
the world's large predatory fish are declining to historical lows. Coral reef ecosystems
worldwide, including Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, are threatened. The
Pew Oceans Commission report released in June of last year found that our coastal and
marine ecosystems are in a state of crisis as a result of mismanaged human activities,
ranging from over-fishing to uncontrolled coastal development and widespread pollution.

It's time for a move from single species management to eco-system based management
with a primary goal of bio-diversity that includes all species of marine life, not just those
that are commercially important. The oceans and their estuaries must be viewed as a
whole, and the impacts of climate change must not be ignored. This is a critical time; a
failure to act will have unthinkable ramifications.

Sincerely,
Chris Davis

Citizen
Portland, Oregon
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Comment Submitted by Joseph J. Ward, citizen
May 18, 2004

U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
1120 20" Street, NW

Suite 200 North

Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Commissioners:

The oceans cover about 71 percent of the Earth’s surface. They are linked with the land
and atmosphere through many facets. They affect nearly every aspect of human life. It is
absolutely necessary that action be taken to preserve this essential part of the Earth’s
environment. The general public must understand how the oceans affect each and every
one of their individual lives. It is only then that the majority of people will begin caring
and taking action to preserve and protect this precious resource.

As a high school biology teacher I am in strong agreement with your recommendation to
increase attention to ocean education through coordinated and effective formal and
informal programs. The nations students, ranging from preschool through college, need
to be informed of the current state of the world’s oceans. They must be made aware of
their individual connection to this great resource. The students today are the future
leaders of tomorrow. Making them aware at a young age will plant the seed of desire in
these future leaders to protect and preserve this precious resource that they are so tightly
connected to.

I also support your recommendation to develop a process for creating regional ocean
councils that are facilitated and supported by the National Ocean Council. Education as
well as action must have its roots planted at the local level. The people living in each
local region know what is best for that area. Their input and recommendations must be
taken seriously. The local level is also an important place to focus on ocean awareness
and protection. Citizens must be made aware of what they can do to protect and preserve
the ocean right out of their own homes. Once established at this grassroots level,
education and positive actions can branch out to the county, state and national levels.

The Preliminary Report appears to be on the right track. Ilook forward to reading the
Commission’s final recommendations to Congress. Action must be taken before it is to
late. I am a firm believer in the saying, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure.” Let us take hold of this situation before the problems intensify to a point of no
return. I view this Report as a step in a positive direction which will in turn aid the
human race in making the decisions necessary to protect and preserve our most valuable
resource, the ocean.

Sincerely,

Joseph J. Ward
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Comment Submitted by Betty R. Stewart, Keizer, Oregon
Dear Commissioners:

I am a private US citizen writing to urge you to identify and make the fundamental
reforms necessary to protect and promote the long-term health and productivity of
America's ocean ecosystems.

Recent reports have identified a serious decline in the abundance of ocean fish and the
health of marine ecosystems. A study in Nature, May 2003, revealed that populations of
the world's large predatory fish are declining to historical lows. Coral reef ecosystems
worldwide, including Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, are threatened. The
Pew Oceans Commission report released in June of last year found that our coastal and
marine ecosystems are in a state of crisis as a result of mismanaged human activities,
ranging from over-fishing to uncontrolled coastal development and widespread pollution.

It's time for a move from single species management to eco-system based management
with a primary goal of bio-diversity that includes all species of marine life, not just those
that are commercially important. The oceans and their estuaries must be viewed as a
whole, and the impacts of climate change must not be ignored. This is a critical time; a
failure to act will have unthinkable ramifications.

Sincerely,
Betty R. Stewart

Citizen
Keizer, Oregon
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Comment Submitted by Walter E. Bensman, Jr. and Geneva M. Bensman, Salem,
Oregon

Dear Commissioners:

We are private US citizens writing to urge you to identify and make the fundamental
reforms necessary to protect and promote the long-term health and productivity of
America's ocean ecosystems.

Recent reports have identified a serious decline in the abundance of ocean fish and the
health of marine ecosystems. A study in Nature, May 2003, revealed that populations of
the world's large predatory fish are declining to historical lows. Coral reef ecosystems
worldwide, including Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, are threatened. The
Pew Oceans Commission report released in June of last year found that our coastal and
marine ecosystems are in a state of crisis as a result of mismanaged human activities,
ranging from over-fishing to uncontrolled coastal development and widespread pollution.

It's time for a move from single species management to eco-system based management
with a primary goal of bio-diversity that includes all species of marine life, not just those
that are commercially important. The oceans and their estuaries must be viewed as a
whole, and the impacts of climate change must not be ignored. This is a critical time; a
failure to act will have unthinkable ramifications.

Sincerely,

Walter E. Bensman, Jr. Geneva M. Bensman
Citizen Citizen

Salem, Oregon Salem, Oregon
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Comment Submitted by Donald R. Dann, Highland Park, Illinois

For the vital purpose of protecting and restoring our marine ecosystems, I strongly urge
the adoption of Rules 19-1, 19-3, 19-5, 19-12, 19-21 and 19-22 of the U.S. Commission
on Ocean Policy Report.

Thank you,

Donald R. Dann
Highland Park, Illinois

Comment Submitted by Maile Nohealani Johnson, citizen

Ocean health is essential for human food and weather stabilization. Only the most
stringent and concerted action will allow the restoration and preservation of ocean
ecology. I commend the report for its recommendations for action and urge they be
implemented.

26



Comment Submitted by Stephanie Jarvis, Sonoma, California

Hello. My name is Stephanie Jarvis.
Sonoma State University, Physiology Student
Calistoga, CA

The sad and unfortunate state of our oceans makes me feel helpless and hopeless. My
father has been a senior biologist for NMFS my entire life. through him, I learned an
appreciation and an admiration for the ocean that most children dont grow up with. 1
have always felt a passion for learning about the ocean and sharing with others what |
know. Maybe I have been taking for granted that the ocean and its abundant organisms
will always be around for the enrichment of our planet because I have always held it
sacred and invincible in my mind. Obviously this is hardly the case. Recently I
presented a paper by Julia K. Baum and Ransom A. Meyers to my marine ecology class
at my university, ("Shifting baselines and the decline of pelagic sharks in the Gulf of
Mexico"). I have also spent many hours scanning through this report on ocean policy. |
know feel depressed and jadded at the sad and horrible truth; the one thing on this planet
that 1 love the most is dying. The ocean will not stay pristine and full of life at the rate it
is being depleted and altered by humans and invasive exotic species. I am curious at
what the authors of this gigantic document visualize as an outcome to this report. I
wonder if this document will get sent to congress and split up into committees and
pondered over for years, meanwhile no action has occured. Is this the fate of this ocean
policy, like so many other environmental issues? It is impossibe to get the human race to
stop eating fish. It is imposible to stop fishing with methods that deplete so many other
types of organisms due to by-catch. It seems imposible to keep ships from dumping
invasive ballast waters into harbors and bays. It seems that all is lost. We should not
give up, but [ have lost all hope. What can I do, cement myself to a longline boat and
hope it will end its fishing carreer? Hardly, drastic demonstrations are not the answer.
Humans, being a biological species like all other organisms on earth, I find it ludicrous
that humans could disregard this place (earth) that we have spent so many thousands of
years adapting to. We finaly seem to have ahold on our adaptation so that we can exploit
every resource the planet has to offer, destroying the one and only place in the universe
we know how to survive on. We, as humans, think we are so intelligent. Doesnt it seem
stupid to deplete our resources to the point that they cannot sustain our needs? To the
point that these resources will never again in any kind of history become available?
Humans are blind to our own demise by greed for the all mighty dollar, which is
absolutely meaningless to any other speices that we know of in the universe. We have
taken our perfect harmonious habitat and destroyed it. Is there no possible way to stop
fishing for just one year? Is there no possible way to stop dumping pollution into the
ocean for just one day? Is there no way to get humans to understand that plants in a field
can only absorb so much nitrogen and the rest can destroy entire ocean ecosystems? Is it
just not possible to stop fertilizing as much as we do so unneccesarily? Should I join
these high rollers and worship the almighty dollar, stay jadded and live in a world of high
profit professions? Is this the only answer, to join them if you cant beat them? What
would happiness be if i had none because i was rich with money, but without the vast
diversity of ocean species to enjoy when i dive under the ocean swell? What will it be
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like to never again hear the song of the seals, or see an albatross while sailing across the
sea, or laugh at the cuteness of an otter, or love the texture of seaweed under my feet
while walking along the shore, or scuba diving on a tropical reef and feeling the bitting
sting of fire coral. What would the world be like if this was all gone. Would anyone
notice? Picture these high rolling, tuna eating, politically correct people whith their
picknick on the beach, feeding the seagulls stale rye bread. Would they notice all this
missing, would they care? Probably not. So isay to you. I am jadded. I am young and I
am the future of your biological eneavors today with this policy act. What are you going
to do with this? Action, I hope is the only answer.

Thank you for having a public place for me to speak my mind. Especially in this world
where it seems that no one cares about the ideas and endeavors of young people like me.
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Comment Submitted by Jack and Donna Trethewey, citizens
We urge the Bush administration to accept and implement the recommendations of the
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy. Jack and Donna Trethewey

Comment Submitted by Claudia Rincon, citizen
Dear Sirs:

I commend your work and efforts and am grateful to see that someone is looking out for
our oceans. I only hope that it is for real this time. So many times, other efforts seemed
only to be used to appease the people who are truly concerned about the welfare of our
waters. There was little true intention and/or effort to make it a reality. So many abuses
have continued which have only snow-balled into a situation that needs "true" immediate
attention. There is no time left to "understand" the needs of businesses who have
neglected their obligations to clean up their mess for so long. They've had time and have
not used it so why should the public and our waters suffer for it. They should now bear
the penalty of their neglect. I believe business profits and political advancements have
controlled the situation far too long and it needs to be stopped. It's selfishness. The
health of the public has been jeopardized all for money and careers. There is something
very wrong with that. I appreciate what you are doing and hope the public cries out for
this to be really dealt with soon. Thank you.
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Comment Submitted by John Hanson, Evansville, Wisconsin

The oceans are 75% of our globe. Everyone strives to visit them and use them as much
as possible. Their save keeping is paramount to a healthy planet and country. Please
make the Ocean Commission’s goals become reality.

John Hanson

Evansville, Wisconsin

Comment Submitted by Paul Neumann, Oak Creek, Wisconsin

Dear Sirs:

I have recently read an article in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel concerning
recommendations for US Ocean Policy. Please accept my yes vote to go forward with the
Commission's recommendations. We and the nations of the world need a sound ocean
policy in the US. Creation of a National Ocean Council and establishment of an Ocean
Policy Trust Fund would set a positive precedent and lead to a deeper understanding of
our oceans including fisheries, wildlife, coral reefs, and pollution. Citizens in the US are
very concerned about this issue. Sincerely, Paul Neumann Oak Creek, Wisconsin
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Comment Submitted by Robert S. Sweeney, citizen
30 April 2004
Dear Commissioners,

Please work hard to get your suggestions into law. Of all the ecological problems that
our world faces I believe the threat to the oceans is the most critical to solve. Life on
earth revolves around our oceans. Having healthy oceans will go a long way to having a
healthy planet. But, you know all of this already; in fact you know the data far better
than I do. I want you to know that I support your work and believe it is critical for our
government to pass and enforce laws designed to clean up and protect the oceans.

I want you to know that I care. I contribute more money to ecological organizations that
work for the health of our oceans than I do any of the others I contribute to. I have been
convinced that without healthy oceans other issues may not matter.

I support your work. Lobby hard to get our elected official to "see the light" and support
your recommendations.

Robert S. Sweeney

Comment Submitted by Hank Whipple, citizen
Dear Commissioners:

| have been following with great interest your studies and media reports of the status of the
oceans. Their health is the overarching priority for the future of humankind. Our abuse, over use
and neglect of the oceans on the theory that they are so big "they can cleanse themselves" has to
be replaced by the Red Green comment, "We're all in this together." There is no time to be
political about the problem for it transcends any one administration. What we need are statemen
not politicians.

Please push you study conclusions as hard as you can to this administration and share them
with the media.

Most sincerely,

Hank Whipple

31



Comment Submitted by Leah Dunkelberger, Wilmington, North Carolina

I am a student of Marine Biology and I have been currently participating in a class about
the Human Impacts on the Marine Environment. In the class we have been using the Pew
reports as a basis for discussion and I am happy to see that there are steps in motion to
help the oceans. Our oceans are in bad shape and it is necessary to protect them now
while we still can. The problem of overfishing is outrageous. It is amazing to see
Captains of major fishery boats dispute the facts that the size of fish haven't changed over
the years when obviously they have. The fact that fish are being caught before they have
time to mature and reproduce is a huge problem. Also, there needs to be some kind of
system to enforce laws protecting the seas and all the organisms in them not just marine
mammals. There are many laws stooping the introduction of species but no one to
enforce them. Then we also have laws that have been waiting to be passed on issues that
occurred ten years ago for example, the moratorium of dolphins. I am not saying that the
moratorium is better then the La Jolla agreement but why leave these types of issues
open. Our coral reefs are in danger along with many hard bottom habitats due to
trawling. By-catch is also a problem as well. There is no reason as to why helpless
turtles, sharks, as well as larger mammals like whales have to fight an ever losing battle
of entanglements in there own environments. As one student in my class stated. People
believe there is a hole in the ocean were fish just magically appear out of. Humans
believe that we have the right to do anything but we don't. The world is on danger but
because we don't see the drastic changes of mass stranding and dead animals floating in
the water.. People don't think it is a major problem. We need to set up an education
program that lets people know the truth. These programs need to reach all people and not
just scientists and students but the average person who votes.

I fully support the ocean commission's decision to protect this amazing resource and I
hope that you will continue to push forward and not back down. For these types of issues
need to be fought for just like we have been fighting to save the trees and stop pollution.
As a future marine biologist I plan to do what I can to protect these beautiful, tranquil
places so my children and my children's child will be able to obtain as much happiness as
they have brought to me!

Thank you,

Leah Dunkelberger

Wilmington, North Carolina
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Comment Submitted by Lannie, citizen

Growing up in Texas on the Gulf of Mexico I have a great love of the ocean. I am a
certified scuba diver and though I no longer live near the Gulf I visit every summer. I also
love to visit Destin, Florida as often as possible where our family has a condo, and when
my husband and I vacation you can bet it will be a beach resort.

I find it most distressing when I visit Port Aransas every summer, the area has often had
dead fish for miles down the beach. When we were in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico I could
not believe how small the sail fish are that the fishermen are bringing in. I remember
when they were three times the size.

I visit Port Aransas every summer with my sisters. There is more and more trash washing
up on the shore. There are more and more oil rigs offshore. We all love seafood, but are
worring about how long good seafood will be available to us. We are fishing out our
oceans, and polluting our oceans. When is it going to stop??

Respectfully Yours, Lannie

Comment Submitted by Lexy Kirk, Save our Shores

As aresident of California's Central Coast, a student of economics and public
administration, and an employee of a marine conservation nonprofit agency, I strongly
support the suggestions presented in the recently released U.S. Ocean Commission report.
There is no better time than the present to begin strategizing to preserve our precious
marine resources. Thank you for your consideration and I hope that your decision will be
one that protects the oceans for my children's children.

Sincerely,
Lexy Kirk

Community Relations Coordinator,
Save our Shores
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Comment Submitted by Mariette Nowak, East Troy, Wisconsin

To whom it may concern:

I submit these comments for the public record. I am very concerned about the future of
our oceans. My family and I enjoy eating fish, as well as catching fish, and snorkeling in
the oceans. We restrict the fish we eat to those that can be harvested sustainably and are
low mercury. But we are concerned that the relatively few fish that are in this category
will eventually become scarce as well.

Thus, I urge you to do all possible to improve the health of our oceans and the life they
harbor by implementing the recommendations of the US Commission on Ocean Policy.

I am particularly in favor of the following recommendations:

1. Accede to the UN Convention on Law of the Sea

2. Establish an Ocean Policy Trust Fund with revenue from offshore energy activity and
other offshore uses to pay for implementiong the recommendations.

3. Reform fisheries management by separating scientific assessment and allocation
4. Create measurable water pollution reduction goals and work to reach them

5. Double the money for ocean research

6. Strengthen and improve NOAA

7. Increase ocean-related education.

8. Create a National Ocean Council to coordinate programs

Thank you for taking my views into consideration. I hope all possible is done to
implement the recommendations of the US Commission on Ocean Policy.

Sincerely,

Mariette Nowak
East Troy, Wisconsin
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Comment Submitted by JMaas & DDevona, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Reform of national oceans policy is desperately needed to prevent escalating negative
pressure on this precious resource that is not getting the attention and priority it deserves.
Save our oceans before it is too late!!!

JMaas & DDevona
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Comment Submitted by Dick Zielinski, Hales Corners, Wisconsin

Gentlemen/Ladies

As fascinating as space exploration is. And as knowledge expanding it may be. Our
planet is already formed and we cannot do much about it any more. However, the ocean
is something that affects our lives on a daily basis and will continue to do so in the future.
Best of all, the health of the oceans and in turn our planet is something that can be
protected. Please do not let this chance at improving life on Earth be missed. Push for a
meaningful dialogue on the findings of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy.
Optimistically yours,

Dick Zielinski
Hales Corners, Wisconsin

Comment Submitted by Beth and Charly, citizens
This is to let you know we are strongly in favor of a National Ocean Council, increasing
federal research dollars, establishing an Ocean Policy Trust Fund and creating a

coordinated management program for federal waters. Thank you for considering our
opinion.

Beth and Charly
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Comment Submitted by Cy Lyle, citizen
TO: Public Comment

FROM: Cy Lyle

DATE: April 26, 2004

SUBJ: U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy

As the preliminary report on ocean policy revealed, the depletion of marine resources and
the exploitation of fish stocks has reached a point whare something serious needs to be
done regarding national oceans policy.

I am hopeful that this report along with the earlier Pew Oceans Commission study will
result in new policies that will strengthen the protection of the oceans.

Sincerely

Cy Lyle

Comment Submitted by Linda Cockrell, citizen

I urge your considered action regarding Oregon's coastal waters be a step in the direction
of conservancy and protection.

I am sending a blind copy of this comment on to Govenor Kulongoski and my state
representatives.

Sincerely
Linda Cockrell
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Comment Submitted by Sheila A. Larson, Stafford, Virginia

The preliminary report indicates a need to establish a commission to protect our oceans,
and my comment is one of support for this idea. To enhance the balance between the
image of a large bureaucracy in Washington, DC making decisions for local businesses
and ports, I strongly encourage that there be a balance of interests held by individuals
represented on the Commission, all with a prior publicly stated goal of wishing to
develop ideas and policies that address the balance of these needs while still working to
protect our oceans.

Sheila A. Larson
Stafford, Virginia

Comment Submitted by James Janicki, citizen

This report is the beginning of a much needed plan to protect what has been for too
long, a resource that has been treated as an infinite food source and dumping ground.
The topics addressed are all valid but may prove to be too vast for any one group to
oversee.

Education and information will be instrumental in any successful reversal of
destructive activities. Real and meaningful changes will only occur when local
residents are made aware of the dangerous trends that have been in motion for many
years in their own backyards. Media campaigns, formal education, and easily
accessible literature will provide the facts needed for the many local citizen action
g