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Movember 17, 2003

Admiral Tams ). Watkins
Chairman

U.S, Commission on Ocean Policy
1120 20" Street. NW

Surte 200 Notth

Washington, DC 20036

Dear Admmral Watlins:

The Oceans Act ol 2000 established the 11.8. Commission on Qeean Policy
and charged it with developing recommendations for a coordinated and
comprehensive national ocean policy inlended to improve coastal and ocean
management. ITn addition, an independent Pew Oceans Commission, after reyviewing
the best scientific information available and seeking the views and expertisc [rom
people from around the country, recently released ils comprehensive assessment of
the policies needed to restore and protect living marine resources in 1.8, waters, The
Natural Resources Leadership Council of the States received presentations from hoth
of the Commissions al our recent Fall Summit and adopled a resolution that
considers the value ol the tesources and the role of the slates in ocean and coastal
management,

Coastal ecosystems provide valuable economic and ecological poods and
services o the entire nation, and the States have a critical role in managing and
protecting these cultural, environmental and cconomic legacies. Assessments of the
health ol coastal] ecosystems have documented stress (o fisheries, water quality, and
coastal habitals, as well as physical processes that are increasing erosion of the
nation’s coastlines. There is a need to restore the halance among human activities and
healthy ocean and coastal resources thal has deteriorated in the past 50 years,

The States have near shore, watcrshed, harbor, and territorial sea perspeetives
and ure uniguely positioned to deal with coastal resource management issues as the
pressures on the nation’s finite coastal resources conlinue Lo increase. The 35 coastal
states have previously submitted testimony, detailed comments, and specific
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Nowiared ol Doreciars,

recommendations through organizations such as the Coaslal States Organization and
Emgdﬁ %‘Irﬂlthi-r the Interstate Marine Fisheries Commissions. Further, the National Governors®
sl i : - I :
SR Association has adopled several resolutions and policy positions that address national

ocean governance, marine [isheries, water resources, and Quter Continental Shelf
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The Natural Resources Leadership Council of the States is pleased o lransmit

Bl ey Camplaet] - i = iy 2 2
the enclosed Resolution adopted at our recent Fall Surmit. The Council membership

SECPELArY Trasurer

et commends the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy on its mission to address the ocesn
i and coastal policy needs of this nation and to [ully consider and integrate this process
B Prigideni with both coastal and non-coastal states. We supporl the efforts of the Qcean
Bennsyivania Comnussion and pledge 1o work with the Commission, federal, state, and local
T agencies, and private and public stakeholders to implement a comprehensive and
Pacific Fepieseniative coordinared natiopal ocean and coastal strategy.
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