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Public Comment for the Record
C/o: u. S. Commission on Ocean Policy
112020 tho Street, NW
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Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Sir/Madam:

I wanted to share some thoughts with you on watershed-based management approaches for reducing
the loading of nonpoint source pollutants to the coastal ocean. I attended your hearings in Boston, Ma.
last week and a number of speakers testified in favor of a watershed-based approach to coastal
management, but the oral testimony on this subject occurred at a high level of generality. For the past 8
years I have worked on an ecological risk assessment project on the Waquoit Bay Watershed here on
Cape Cod, Ma. which was organized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Waquoit Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (WBNERR). The scientific comments in this letter will
be based on results from this risk assessment. The Town of Falmouth has begun a project to manage
nitrogen loading from septic systems and fertilizer usage in town that has diminished the water quality in
our coastal embayments, resulted in the loss of the eelgrass beds and collapse of the bay scallop harvest,
and lead to periodic fish kills as decaying macroalgae used up the dissolved oxygen in the water column.
My comments on management issues will stem from this endeavor.


